During the Revolutionary War, the
Continental Congress wrote the Articles of
Confederation, which was designed to form
the basis for America’s national
government. The Articles are considered the
nation’s first constitution.

Under the Articles, the thirteen colonies
became thirteen states. The Articles granted
each state a good amount of independence.
The states acted like individual countries.
They did not work together. They refused to
give up their individual rights. Under British
rule they had, and now each state wanted its
OWn power.

The people who drafted the Articles of
Confederation did not want a strong central
government. The Articles of Confederation
set up a Congress of the Confederation.
Some states had more members than other
states, but each state was allowed only one
vote.

There was no president, and there were no
courts. Congress had very little power in
what it could do. The states did not have to
obey national laws that were passed.

1. Why do you think the Founders created such a weak national government?
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2. What do you feel are the most glaring weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?

3. Which parts of the Articles of Confederation do you think would remain in America’s government?



